
IMVPA CLUB OFFICERS 
President: Bruce Gates  *   Vice President: John Downs  *   Treasurer: position open   *      Quartermaster: Craig Donat

Secretary: Erik Kunkle  *   Social Media Directors: Benjamin Sterling and John Downs

Newsletter Editor: Ron Powell (on hiatus until October 2026. Scott O filling in.)  

Need to contact a club officer? Here’s a link to send an email: https://www.idahomvpa.org/contact
Need to contact the newsletter editor?  Use this email: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com  
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FROM THE TOP 
by  Bruce Gates, President, IMVPA

Be part of the IMVPA Family
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Bruce is on a special assignment and we will hear from him next month



IMVPA Military Vehicle Show/Swap Meet by John Downs 
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S1 ADMINISTRATION: MEETING MINUTES by Erik Kunkle, Secretary  

The April 7 meeting was held at Gates and Associates.  President Bruce G. called the meeting to order at 
1900L.  15 Members were present. 

Treasurer Report (Bruce G.):  As of 5 My 2026
  
    - In the Account: $4,089

    - Expenditures Since 7 May 2026 meeting:
         o   None at this time

    - Additions Since 7 May 2026 meeting:
         o   Members paid dues

Old Business:

- 2026 Upcoming Events (See Upcoming Events Section of Newsletter)

- 16 May Parade America and Car Show in Lake View Park, Nampa

Bruce G. briefed that as of now, no new information other than what was provided at the last meeting. 
The club will have a dedicated spot at the car show in Lake View Park.  Expect more information to be 
sent out to the club the week prior to the event.   

Craig D. briefed that he had found some information about the car show. The event is intended to 
add to Parade America and help it be a whole day event with a gathering in Lake View Park with an 
invite only car show, vendors, and a real family friendly atmosphere.  The organizers are encouraging 
participants to have interaction with the children in attendance.

4- 6 June 3rd Annual IMVPA Car Show

Erik K. briefed that he would be recording the radio spot on 12 May at 107.1 HANK FM studios.  He also 
briefed that HANK FM would like a recording of the club saying the Pledge of Allegiance before our 
meeting in order to work it into their 7 AM Pledge rotation.  The club agreed, and the Pledge of Allegiance 
was recorded.

Craig D (Grill Master). briefed that it would cost around $453 to provide food for the two days the grill 
will be opened.  Plan to charge $6 for a burger plate, $5 for a hot dog plate.  Only cooking for four hours 
on Friday and Saturday.  The club could make a NET profit of roughly $446 from the grill.  Discussion 
then turned to condiments and drink types.  Bruce is going to check with the Meridian Coca-Cola 
distributor for a donation of drinks and raffle prizes.

John D. (Lead Show Organizer) briefed that a general layout of how the show will be set up at Stark's 
has been accomplished and answered questions and touched on the highlights of the set up.  He also 
briefed that Bishop Defense in Meridian paid for $500 of the radio advertisement in exchange for being 
mentioned in the advertisement.  He also briefed he has saved the club roughly $1600 in expenses verses 
last year in donated porta potties, insurance cost, partial radio advertisement, and in printed flyers. 

Meeting Minutes continued on next page.
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The QR code is for our members only Facebook page. We would like to encouraging more members to join. 
It’s an easy way to connect with other members, the newsletter is posted there as well as club events that 
don’t get into the newsletter. Think of it as an interactive newsletter. 

IMVPA Members-Only Facebook

General Discussion About the 4 – 6 Car Show:

     - Several members are providing raffle items

     - John D. gave a rundown of some of the donations received for the raffle

     - John D. and Bruce G. discussed the club buying a big raffle prize

     - A call for volunteers to put up The Parachute on Wednesday, 3 June

     - Vehicles to be in-place NLT 0830, Thursday, 4 June

        o  If driving back and forth, NLT 0830 of that day

     - Show will be advertised via banner on Erik and Erin K.'s WC-63 in Parade America

        o  Flyers and info will also be with him and Erin at the Lake View Park car show   

New Business:
 
- We had Visitors:

- 3rd Annual Veteran & First Responders Appreciation Car Show & Fundraiser.  30 May, 10 AM – 1700, 
Caldwell Bowl 2121 Blaine St., Caldwell. 

Bill and Elmer from the Caldwell Bowl Veterans Association dropped by to invite the IMVPA to the above 
event and tell us about their organization, and how they would like the IMVPA to help support them and 
show the public what the Veterans and First Responder community is all about.

     o  60 – 80 Classic cars will be at the event

     o  They would really like some of our vehicles there and would like us to make it every year

     o  Their organization helped the Veterans Hall in Caldwell with a roughly $4,000 donation

     o  This year event proceeds will go towards scholarships for kids of Veterans

     o  IMVPA can pass out flyers for our June show and sale some of our merchandise

They left us with flyers, we gave them flyers and it was decided that some of our members will try and 
attend this event. The Caldwell Bowl Veterans Association will be at our June event to spread the word 
about their organization.     -Possible Silver City convoy, 20 June 2025.  He and Craig D. will ride up and 
scope out the area and provide more info at the May meeting

S1 ADMINISTRATION: MEETING MINUTES continued  
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The QR code is for our members only Facebook page. We would like to encouraging more members to join. 
It’s an easy way to connect with other members, the newsletter is posted there as well as club events that 
don’t get into the newsletter. Think of it as an interactive newsletter. 

IMVPA Members-Only Facebook

Scott O. (IT and Website Editor) is serving as the interim newsletter editor until September 2026. He is giving 
Ron Powell a well-deserved break.  Scott briefed the following:

     o  He thanked members for their articles and pictures in the previous newsletter

        – Wants to showcase to new, old, and potential members we are an active club with the intent to 
           encourage more members to participate.

     o  Asked members to take pictures at any events and send them with a description of the event, how it
        went and who in the club attended.

     o  Since newsletter is digital only there is  no issue with how many photos are submitted or the length
        of the article. It is possible that not all photos will be used.

     o Please send your Pictures, Articles, Classifieds to imvpanewsletter@gmail.com

Scott concluded with his priority for the newsletter:  Easy to submit articles, photos, and classifieds to the
newsletter via the  address.  Really showcasing how active our IMVPA is in imvpanewsletter@gmail.com
the community.  Making it a member driven newsletter.  Members thanked Scott for taking over the 
newsletter and giving Ron a break.  Scott's first newsletter was May 2026.  Everyone really enjoyed 
the May newsletter.

Conclusion:

- Patrick W. talked about the 25 April Heap Herders Show in Caldwell

- Craig D. talked about the 26 April POW*MIA Sweet Ride in Sweet, ID

     o  Not many people were at the event, to include motorcycles
     
     o  He talked with the organizers and they may attend our June show

- Discussion turned to Camp Plymouth in California

     o  One of our members who attended became sick and had to leave early

     o  Everyone was relieved to hear he was well and was back to normal

-  Good Comradery and laughs were intermingled throughout the meeting  

Meeting adjourned at 1949L

S1 ADMINISTRATION: MEETING MINUTES continued  
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Idaho Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet
June 4 to 6, 2026  9am to 5pm

4114 Dearborn Street, Caldwell, ID 83605
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                                                  June

June 4th—6th, 9am to 5pm, Caldwell, ID. IMVPA 3rd Annual Military Vehicle Show and Swap meet. 
4114 Dearborn St, Caldwell, ID 83605. See the details below and in the flyer at the end of this newsletter.

June 13th, Terra-Tactile, 11AM to 2PM, Kuna, ID. On the Green Belt behind City Hall.  It is a “Touch a 
Truck” type event that features first responder, road work machinery, farm equipment, etc.

June 20th, Silver City, ID Ride. Details to follow.   
 

                                                   July

July 4th, Fourth of July Parade, Caldwell, ID.  Details to follow in June newsletter.

July 18th, Emmett Lions Club Car Show, Emmett, ID. Details to follow in June newsletter.
https://emmettshowandshine.com/

                                                        August

August 29 & 30, Nampa, ID. War Bird Roundup, Warhawk Air Museum, Nampa. Details to follow.
https://warhawkairmuseum.org/event/warbird-roundup-saturday/   

 

Are you not receiving the newsletter?

Check your “junk” or “spam” folder 

Know a club member who isn’t getting the newsletter?

Send your current email address to: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com.

S3  OPERATIONS
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S4  SUPPLY / QUARTERMASTER  Quartermaster, Craig Donat

LIST OF SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR REQUISTION

Club T-Shirts, $20.00, check with the QM Craig Donat for available sizes and how to pick one  up.

Are you not receiving the newsletter?

Check your “junk” or “spam” folder 

Know a club member who isn’t getting the newsletter?

Send your current email address to: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com.
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

This space is for you to place an ad.  Please use it!

WANTED TO BUY

FOR SALE

S4  THE POST EXCHANGE

1944 Willys Jeep and trailer $14,000 
1942 Chevy 1 1/2 ton $10,000. 
Contact Bruce Gates 209-890-2249



Idaho Military Vehicle Preserva�on Associa�on Newsle�er     June 2026

st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

FOR SALE

S4  THE POST EXCHANGE

1944 Willys Jeep and trailer $14,000 
1942 Chevy 1 1/2 ton $10,000. 
Contact Bruce Gates 209-890-2249



Idaho Military Vehicle Preserva�on Associa�on Newsle�er     June 2026

Idaho Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet
June 4 to 6, 2026  9am to 5pm

4114 Dearborn Street, Caldwell, ID 83605

SCUTTLEBUTT: RUMORS YOU CAN TRUST

A vehicle information placard is available at the back of this newsletter. You can fill it out, put it in a plastic
sleeve and place it on your vehicle. 

Club business cards are available for distribution to members. They are double-sided so you can add
your contact info if desired. See VP John Downs. 

A fillable PDF version of the IMVPA membership application is available at the home page of the club’s
website.  https://www.idahomvpa.org/. This version allows a person to fill the form out using their 
computer instead of printing it out and filling it out by hand. The completed application can then be
emailed to imvpanewsletter@gmail.com.

If you want a digital version of the club business cards with your personal contact info on the back, 
send an email to the newsletter editor at  with the info you want on theimvpanewsletter@gmail.com
back of the card. You will get a digital copy that you can take to a printer such as Staples.

Need to contact a club officer? Here’s a link to send an email: https://www.idahomvpa.org/contact
Need to contact the newsletter editor?  Use this email: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com  

Missed a newsletter? They are posted at both the website and the members-only Facebook page
https://www.idahomvpa.org/newsletter

Please consider sending in an After Action Report (ARR) to the newsletter editor at 
imvpanewsletter@gmail.com. Your description of the event doesn’t have to be lengthy. It can include
who in the club attended, the event name, your impression of the event and anything you think might 
encourage other members to attend the event in the future. And pictures. You can send more than one. 
In fact half a dozen would be great. May not be able to use all of them but more is better.

Are you not receiving the newsletter?

Check your “junk” or “spam” folder 

Know a club member who isn’t getting the newsletter?

Send your current email address to: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com.
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Idaho Military Vehicle Show and Swap Meet
June 4 to 6, 2026  9am to 5pm

4114 Dearborn Street, Caldwell, ID 83605

SCUTTLEBUTT: RUMORS YOU CAN TRUST

The military use of phonetic alphabets
began in World War One with the 
advent of radio and telephonic 
technologies before the war and the
need to improve spoken communication.

The alphabets shown to the right are/
were used by US forces from WWI to the
present.

The top alphabet was used until 1956
while the lower alphabet was adopted
in March of that year and is in common
use by NATO countries today.

Military Phonetic Alphabets
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The QR code is for our members only Facebook page. We would like to encouraging more members to join. 
It’s an easy way to connect with other members, the newsletter is posted there as well as club events that 
don’t get into the newsletter. Think of it as an interactive newsletter. 

IMVPA Members-Only Facebook

S2 INTELLIGENCE: AFTER ACTION REPORT
POW-MIA Sweet Ride and Event hosted by Boise Valley POW-MIA Corp. Photos and text by Craig Donat.  

This years event was a big success. There were twelve items that were raffled and bid on. Aaron at the Triangle provided for 
the delicious Brisket and all the fixings. Luke for brought out the balloon. We had good weather, good people and good 
times. I was the only one from the club that made it and displayed a vehicle at the event. 

Craig and Nicki Donat owners and operators of a 1993, M1097 HMMWV with a M1167 Slant Back top with turret ring. .  
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S2 INTELLIGENCE: AFTER ACTION REPORT
Parade America, Nampa, ID May 16  Photos contributed by  Erik and Erin Kunkle & Bruce Gates 

Cool, breezy, sunny weather greeted the IMVPA members who turned out for this event. 10 IMVPA vehicles participated in the
parade. After the parade, the club moved to Lakewood Park to display the vehicles for the community event in the park. Food
vendors, music, a raffle, and patriotic activities were offered during the afternoon.  
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S2 INTELLIGENCE: AFTER ACTION REPORT
Kohler Lawn Cemetery and Warhawk Museum events, May 25

     Club members rallied at Gates & Associates at 930am, then convoyed to the Kohler Lawn Cemetery for the ceremony. 
      The first event ended about 1130am after which the vehicles convoyed to the Warhawk Museum to display them to the
      public. There was a good turnout by the community and lots of interest shown in the vehicles.
  

Are you not receiving the newsletter?

Check your “junk” or “spam” folder 

Know a club member who isn’t getting the newsletter?

Send your current email address to: imvpanewsletter@gmail.com.
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S2 INTELLIGENCE: RECONNAISSANCE REPORT
National Museum of Military Vehicles May 2026

The NMMV should be on your “must see” list. The collection includes US and other nation’s Mvs. The indoor displays are
exceptionally well done. There is an impressive small arms display as well as uniforms and equipment. A flashlight is highly
recommended for the Vietnam display. Take your time and carefully search the bamboo for cleverly done displays. Tanks, cars,
motorcycles, jeeps, trucks of all sizes and eras populate the museum. The outdoor “overflow” area has many treasures such as
a Xm151 MUTT, 17 US WWII halftracks, tanks, Dragon Wagons, and more MVs than you can shake a stick at. The museum is
building another 140+ sq ft display building for it’s Cold War items and a 70 room hotel both of which will be next to the current
museum. You can see everything in one day, if you move quickly, otherwise two days are recommended.
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S2 INTELLIGENCE: RECONNAISSANCE REPORT
National Museum of Military Vehicles May 2026

The NMMV (mnnv.org) is a must see museum. Located in Dubois Wyoming it is a mere 8 hours from the Treasure
Valley. Dubois has several motels and restaurants and the museum has a very good café onsite. The range of Mvs
is too large to list but there are some rare examples both inside and outside the museum. 
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st thIMVPA MEETINGS: The 1  Tues of the  Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at  604 N. 36  St. Nampa, ID
No meetings in December, January or February. Christmas Potluck in December in lieu of the meeting.

S2 INTELLIGENCE: RECONNAISSANCE REPORT
Legacy Flight Museum May 2026

The Legacy Flight Museum, located in Rexburg, ID is well worth a visit. The signature piece in their display may well
be their rare P-62 King Cobra, an airplane that saw extensive service with the USSR during World War II. The museum
has other aircraft and an excellent display of uniforms, equipment, and arms. 
See https://www.rexburg.org/o/legacyflight for more details. Special thanks to IMVPA member Tyler Winder for his 
gracious assistance and for sharing his thorough knowledge of the museum’s exhibits.
  



IMVPA Military Vehicle Show/Swap Meet by John Downs 
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