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President: Bruce Gates 
 Vice President: Matt Wrobel 
 Treasurer: please volunteer 

 Quartermaster: Erik Kunkel 
 Secretary: please volunteer 
 Social Media Director: Benjamin Sterling 

 Website, Newsletter Editor: Ron Powell 

FROM THE TOP   
From the President 

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE  
IDAHO MILITARY VEHICLE  

PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION  
 

IMVPA CLUB OFFICERS 

 Newsletter Editors Unite! 

Pete Park edits the UMVC Utah Military Ve-

hicle Club newsletter. We got to visit and 

have lunch recently in Salt Lake City Utah. 

   It’s beginning to look like we’ll have a 
busy season of parades, shows and 
events since Covid seems to be on the 
wane so make sure you are safe out 
there. 

   With the added events coming up we 
need to know that our equipment is 
safe to operate.  Take the time to in-
spect everything.  If you can get your 
vehicle up on a lift and check it out 
thoroughly.  Check the wheel bearings, 
tie rod ends, drag link, lug nuts, motor 
mounts, transmission mounts and 
check the driveshafts.  If you can’t get 
it up on a lift bring it over to my shop 
and use my lift. 

   Two years ago I was in a parade 
hauling Santa Claus and noticed a vi-
bration getting worse by the mi-
nute.  Within a quarter mile the rear 
driveshaft came apart.  It could have 
caused a lot of damage but it didn’t.  I 
had a motorcycle take Santa Claus the 
rest of the way while I unbolted the  
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Remainder of the driveshaft, locked in 
the hubs drove back on the front differ-
ential.  I had just given the truck a thor-
ough inspection but neglected the 
driveshafts.  All it would have taken was 
a quick look to have stopped a possibly 
disastrous situation. 

   Be very careful during parades.  Es-
pecially the parades where you can 
throw candy.  If you have someone 
ahead of you that isn’t throwing candy 
out far enough you may get little kids 
running under your vehicle to retrieve 
candy.  The parents are watching the 
parade and not the kids so it’s your re-
sponsibility to watch for them. 

   Make sure you have good insurance 
on your vehicle.  National MVPA lost 
their insurance ( it used to cover the 
club if we got sued) so you only have 
yours.  The club itself has no insurance 
so it’s all riding on your insurance.  Na-
tional lost theirs when a young child 
was shot by his friend when he found a 
loaded gun with the safety off laying on 
the seat of a military vehicle.  He point-
ed it at his friend and pulled the trigger. 

   Hagerty or others are a great and in-
expensive insurance carrier on these 
old vehicles. 
 

-Bruce Gates 

IMVPA President 

-The laser armed Stryker can shoot 
down drones and incoming mortar 
rounds. Do we want one? Uh, yes, 
yes we do. 
 
-Researchers believe they found 
the cause of Gulf War Illness. Dr. 
Robert Haley says research con-
firms the cause was Sarin Nerve 
Gas, released when Iraqi storage 
and and productions facilities were 
bombed. Source: Military.com 
 
-Thank you to everyone who sub-
mitted suggestions on making the 
newsletter better. Yeah, no one 
suggested anything. We laugh in 
your general direction! 

 

-This month’s theme for the news-

letter is safety. As we get our ve-
hicles out, perhaps for the first time 
post pandemic, keep safety in 
mind. Do a great preventative 
maintenance check, such as brakes 
and lights. Use turn signals and/or 
hand arm signals. Slow down, plan 
your route, stay off the freeway. A 
friend of mine uses big flashers on 
his MB when he’s on the road. I bet 
we all know someone who’s been 
injured or worse. Stay Safe! 

IMVPA MEETINGS: Always the 1
st

 Tues of the 

Month at 7PM at Gates & Associates at 
604 N. 36

th
 St. Nampa, ID  

President’s minutes, cont. It was in the news…  
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Upcoming Events –Pres Gates 
-June 4th: due to rainy weather the Gowen Field convoy event is now in June. Meet up at the Gowen 
Field Military Museum at noon for a range road drive. Trip is 125 miles total. Bring snacks and water. 
-June 25th: Idaho Auto Investments is having a show at 475 N Linder Rd. Meridian from 9AM-2PM. 

This show benefits the VFW Auxiliary. 

-July 4th: Caldwell parade at Arlington Street near Caldwell Memorial Park. Line up between 7:30-

8:30am. Parade starts at 9AM. There’s no charge for the parade. 

- June 11th: Idaho Military Museum Open House 10-3, asking for WW2 vehicles only. Will have food 

truck, equipment displays, weapons displays, a P51 Mustang VR flightline and the Boise Belles. 

-July 17th: Daughters of the American Revolution are having a show and selling wreaths at the Village 

at Eagle Road and Fairview Ave. This is Wreaths Across America and benefits wounded warriors. The 

event is 11AM-5PM. 

-September 14th-17th: MVCC fall show and swap meet at 49er RV Village Resort and Amador County 

Fairgrounds, Plymouth Calif. 

-November 5th– Boise Veterans Day Parade at 10AM. The theme is the 75th anniversary of the US 

Air Force. 

 

 

Editor’s Note: this space is reserved for any member or guest, anonymous or not, 

to contribute to the newsletter. This month’s contribution is by-anonymous 
   I’m sitting in my indoor/outdoor furniture on the porch right now, sipping on 6 month old 

scotch and 5 month old beer, and my radio is playing the saddest songs in the world.  

Man I love Conway Twitty. These are songs of my people! 

Sniff, sniff, stupid allergies. 

   Yeah I admit I’ve been in a rut lately, kinda down, a little pessimistic, since like, the last 

half of 1998. But my new year’s resolution is to get out there and have some fun! I best 

get started since its June already. I’m gonna drive my MB over 50 on the freeway at rush 

hour, in the fast lane, without seat belts, and without checking the brakes. Death comes 

to all of us sooner or later. Check the tires for air and dry rot? Preventative maintenance 

is for the weak! I’m gonna clean my gun after drinking, fall asleep while smoking a ciga-

rette, leave my doors unlocked at night in Caldwell Idaho, and put a Biden sticker on my 

M37 (No politics, I’m watching you!, -ed). I’m gonna eat what I want, drink what I want, 

and drive my Deuce while texting and eating and drinking what I want! Healthy living? 

Bah! I’m into fitness. I’m into fitness this whole donut in my mouth! 

You tellin’ me to double clutch? You ain’t tellin’ me nothin’! I do what I want, when I want, 

and I may just go out and get a Harley or a Big black dodge diesel. Hang on, that’s the 

phone...yes dear? Yes dear, yes ma’am, will do, go to the store and pick up some veg-

gies? Right away. And cat food? Yes, no problem. Goodbye love. We’ll finish this con-

versation later! (ooh I can’t wait for that, -ed) 

His Glass is Half Empty –by Anonymous 
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     Some years ago the army decided to 
put most of the army museums under  
One organization, which is the Center of  
Military History. This new organization  
Is called the AME, or Army Museum En-
terprise. 
Part of the re-organization is the need 
to downsize, and the army calls it a di-
vestiture. Army museums have millions 
of artifacts which are expensive to 
store, curate, and inventory. The 
thought process is simple. Perhaps they 
need one M1 helmet, or one cold war 
green uniform, not hundreds or thou-
sands. The process of “getting rid of” 
this excess stuff includes military vehi-
cles, or macro artifacts. For the AME, 
they are not 
budgeted to main-
tain them, keep 
them painted etc. 
 
At Fort Lewis 
Washington, rows 
of derelict military 
vehicles await 
their fate. Some 
will be sold to for-
eign governments 
or given to civilian 
municipalities. 
Probably none 
will go to the mu-
seum. 
   

 
 
 

 
I recently got to meet the officer in-
charge of army museums, an active du-
ty Colonel, and asked him the question 
directly. If the  AME is going to get rid of 
all these military vehicles, how can a 
private collector get one, or buy one? 
The answer will disappoint you. He said 
he’s fielded many congressional com-
plaints to congress from interested pri-
vate buyers. But the army doesn’t want 
to be put in a position where they help 
others buy them just to profit from their 
sale. So for now, no museum vehicles 
will go to collectors. They may go to 
ranges to be blown up, or even 
scrapped, but they won’t be sold. 

What will happen to military vehicles when the Army 
Museums down size? by Ron Powell 
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-77 Kaiser M35A2 w winch, runs 
great, complete, soft cab and hard 
cab, w Idaho title, drive it home now 
$7000;  
All items in Wendell ID. 
Email at   jrjrfm@yahoo.com 

 

Urgently wanted! Cargo box for a 
CCKW. Reach out to Ian Newby at 
ims@telus.net or 604 616 2537 

 

Preppers get ready for 2022. Reach 
out to www.cdvs.us; Combat Veter-
ans Surplus/Big Sky Surplus Spo-
kane Washington. 

Notice! 

There are a lot of exciting things  
going on at Idahomotorpool.com. 
New line of HMMWVs just added, 
plus 25 M715s, and there will soon 
be a Ferret. Tons of parts, accesso-
ries and more. Go to the website for 
details. 
 

For Sale 
Barry let us know he’s selling his 
M37. Reason for selling is he’s get-
ting up there in age and can’t enjoy 
it. It’s a sweetheart and runs great. 
He didn’t say how much so reach 
out to him at bwmccahill@me.com  

Your Free Free Free Classified Ads 

WANTED:  

-Brian Tharp is looking for a full ring 

mount for an M35A2; POC 

is Bruce Gates  

 

WANTED! 1941 powerwagon re-

stored or to be restored. Send pics 

and price to Alex Gordon at 

www.idahomotorpool.com 

 

Lifecoach counseling and 

services. ChelseaDoolit-

tle .com; tranform@Chelsea 

Doolittle.com 775-722-6837 

The Army National guard is look-
ing for some small restoration pro-
ject donation for the DTEC ( high 
school training ) to do  if you have 
some project that you are not go-
ing to finish just let me know. This 
is  tax deductible donation but be 
aware you will not get it back. 
POC is Alex Gordon at the Idaho 
Motor Pool 
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IMVPA and MVPA Membership! 

Idaho Military Vehicle Preservation Association  

Membership Application  

-Since 1993, an Idaho Organization has been dedicated to the preservation  
of old and historic military vehicles. The IMVPA encourages the acquisition, preservation, res-
toration, and the public education of historic military vehicles. The Idaho club encourages and 
supports museums, as well as national and community events.  

Membership Fees - $20.00 per year  
Name______________________________________  
Address___________________________________  
City________________State_________Zip______  
Email______________________________________ 
Phone_____________________________________ Please 
mail this membership application to :  
Bruce Gates  
PO Box 592 Nampa, 
Idaho 83653  

Ownership of a military vehicle in not a requirement for  

membership! Monthly meetings are held on the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please 

call (208) 890-2249 for more information.  
  

 

 

Are you a member of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association, or MVPA? 

  

Why join? You get access to thousands of members worldwide for information, vehi-
cles, parts, resources and a community of shared enthusiasm; Premium publications – 
ARMY MOTORS and SUPPLY LINE, the best in the hobby from the only international 
historic military vehicle association; An organization that supports pro-HMV legislation 
to protect your access to vehicles, parts and vehicle usage; Doing your part to support 
vehicle and archival preservation and research; Preferred pre-registration status and 
vehicle judging access for the annual convention; Reduced ad rates in SUPPLY LINE; 
Access to the members only website section and directory; A vote and voice in the op-
eration and direction of the MVPA Go to MVPA.org, or  

Join by Mail: Don’t want to join through our online store? Go to mvpa.org to print a 
membership form. Mail the form with a check or money order to: MVPA PO Box 
520378 Independence, MO 64052 USA  
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Why join the MVPA? You get access to thou-
sands of members worldwide for information, ve-

hicles, parts, resources and a community of 

shared enthusiasm; Premium publication – HIS-

TORY IN MOTION, the best in the hobby from 

the only international historic military vehicle 

association; An organization that supports pro-
HMV legislation to protect your access to vehi-

cles, parts and vehicle usage; Doing your part to 

support vehicle and archival preservation and 

research; Preferred pre-registration status and 

vehicle judging access for the annual convention; 
Reduced ad rates in SUPPLY LINE; Access to the 

members only website section and directory; A 

vote and voice in the operation and direction of 

the MVPA 

Go to MVPA.org, or Join by Mail: Don’t want to 

join through our online store? Go to mvpa.org to 
print a membership form. Mail the form with a 

check or money order to: MVPA PO Box 520378 

Independence, MO 64052 USA 

 

IDAHO MILITARY VEHICLE  
PRESERVATION ASSOCIATION  

 

Membership Application 

Since 1993, an Idaho Organization has been dedicated to the preservation of old 

and historic military vehicles. The IMVPA encourages the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and 

the public education of historic military vehicles. The Idaho club encourages and supports museums, 
as well as national and community events. Membership fees are $20.00 per year. 

 

Name______________________________________  Address: ____________________________________________ 

City: _________________________State: ______________ Zip: _________________ 

Email______________________________________ 

Phone_____________________________________ 

Please mail this membership application and your $20.00 to: 

Bruce Gates 

PO Box 592 

Nampa, Idaho 83653 

 

Ownership of a military vehicle in not a requirement for membership! Monthly meetings are held on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 PM. Please call (208) 890-2249 for more information. 

 

Are you a member of the Military Vehicle Preservation Association? 

Please let us know your membership number! 

 


